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oe  many  years  past,  it  has  been  desirable  to  collate  statistical 
information  of  the  Israelites  in  the  United  States,  not  alone 
for  an  exhibit  of  material  prosperity  or  status  as  a  religious 
community,  but  for  purposes  that  would  be  mutually  bene- 
ficial to  every  section  of  the  country,  and  enable  them  to  act  in  greater 
concert  in  all  that  concerns  them  as  children  of  the  Abrahamic  faith. 

In  order  to  carry  out  what  was  deemed  necessary,  the  Board  of 
Delegates  of  American  Israelites,  in  the  year  1875,  asked  the  co- 
operation of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations,  and  by 
the  united  efforts  of  a  committee  from  each  body,  the  present  result 
is  laid  before  the  community. 

The  plan  adopted  to  secure  the  desired  information,  was  sending 
out  blanks  and  circulars  to  almost  every  place  in  the  Union.  These 
were  sent  out  in  the  years  1876-7-8.  In  towns  where  no  congrega- 
tions existed,  the  secretaries  of  the  Lodges  of  the  various  Jewish  Orders 
were  addressed,  and  influential  citizens  in  sections  where  there  were 
neither  congregations  nor  societies.  It  was  difficult,  in  some  in- 
stances, to  procure  a  response ;  but,  notwithstanding  many  obstacles, 
it  is  believed  that  this — the  first  systematic  attempt  in  this  country  to 
ascertain  our  strength, — is  as  nearly  accurate  as  we  could  expect,  and 
will  furnish  a  basis  on  which  future  committees  can  work  with  a  fair 
prospect  of  accomplishing  yet  more  fully  the  desired  object. 

Where  there  are  no  statistics  from  a  city,  town  or  congregation, 
it  is  because  no  reply  was  received,  notwithstanding  urgent  solicitation. 

Some  congregations  declined  furnishing  the  information  sought, 
so  that  it  had  to  be  procured  from  other  sources,  but  replies  were  re- 
ceived from  nearly  one  thousand  places,  and  the  result  shows  that 
there  were  in  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1878,  278  congregations, 
with  a  membership  of  12,546,  and  the  number  of  Israelites,  as  far  as 
could  be  ascertained,  was  230,257,  so  that  making  a  fair  allowance  for 
such  cities,  towns  or  villages  from  which  no  information  could  be 
derived,  the  Jewish  population  of  the  United  States  can  be  safely 
placed  at  250,000. 

Philadelphia,  September  ist,  1880. 
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REMARKS. 

Education  and  support  of  orphans, 

and  aid  to  widows. 
For  relief  of  sick  and  destitute  Israel. 
Ladies'  Benevolent  Society,  for  sick 

and  destitute  females. 
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Beth  Elohim. 
Berith  Sholom. 
Hebrew  Orphan  Society. 

Hebrew  Benev.  Society. 
Israel's  Hope. 

Columbia  Heb.  Cong. 
Heb.  Benev.  Association. 

Charleston, 

Columbia, 

Kingstree, 

Newberry, 

Ninety-Six, 

Greenwood, 

Anderson, 

Gourdin's  Station, 

Union, 

Yorkville, 

Greenville, 

Maysville, 

Spartansburg, 

Georgetown, 

Midway, 

Camden, 

Abbeyville, 

Bennetsville, 

St.  Matthew's. 

Darlington, 

Lydia, 

Beaufort, 
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Mikve  Israel. 

Benai  Jacob. 

Youth's  Historical  Soc'y. 

Heb.  Benev.  Society. 

Ladies'  Benev.  Society. 

Hebrew  Benevolent. 
Benai  Israel. 
Daughter  of  Israel. 
Albany  Heb. 

Harmonie  Verein. 

Benai  Israel. 

Beth  Israel. 
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Albany, 
Bainbridge, 

Gainesville, 
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Cuthbert, 

Griffin, 
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Americus, 

Douglass, 

Thomasville, 

West  Point, 

Cochran, 

Leesburg, 

Forsyth, 

Camilla, 
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Educ'n  of  Jew.young  men  for  ministry 
Care  sick  and  wounded  all  denom'ns. 
Granting  aid  to  indigent  Israelites. 
Mutual  benefit. 

Support  and  maint'ce  of  Jew.  Orph. 
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B'nai  Israel. 
B'nai  Jeshurun. 
Adath  Israel. 
Shearith  Israel. 
Acheveth  Achim. 
Hebrew  Union  College. 
Jewish  Hospital. 
Heb.  Gen'l  Relief. 
Mutual  Endowment  Ass! 
I.  0.  B.  B. 

Tiferith  Israel. 
Three  Literary  Asso'ns. 
Anshe  Chesed. 
Cleveland  Orphan  Asyl, 
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Brownsville, 

Flatonia, 

Mt.  Pleasant, 

Granbury. 

Lockhart, 

Himtsville, 

Cincinnati, 

Upper  Sand  us 
Logan, 
Norwalk, 
Cleveland, 
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Lancaster, 

Wapakoneta, 

Bridgeport, 

Mansfield, 

Barnesville, 

Canal  Dover, 
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Delaware, 
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Washington, 
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Quincy. 

Springfield, 

Shawneetown, 

Mendota, 

Morrison, 

Carbondale, 

Pinckneyville, 

Havana, 
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Mattoon, 
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Farmers'  City, 

Rockford, 

DeKalb, 
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Real  Estate. 

Other  Property. 

Num 
Child 
tend! 

Alabama, 

8 

254 

$39,000 

$9,700 

257 

2,045 

Arizona, 

22,000 

48 

Arkansas, 

4 

165 

225 

150 

1,466 

California, 

12 

613 

288,500 

8,300 

678 

18,580 

San  FranciscoOrphan 

Asylum, 

82,000 

52,152 
1,000 

Colorado, 

1 

31 

3,800 

35 

422 

Connecticut, 

3 

169 

29,000 

170 

1,492 

Dakota, 

19 

Delaware, 

585 

District  of  Columbia, 

3 

144 

28,500 

700 

158 

1,508 

Florida, 

1 

20 

772 

Georgia, 

7 

313 

63,450 

9,800 

266 

2,704 

Idaho, 

85 

Illinois, 

10 

567 

257,200 

29,100 

675 

12,625 

Indiana, 

14 

378 

82,100 

300 

469 

3,381 

Iowa, 

3 

91 

18,000 

950 

65 

1,245 

Kansas, 

2 

56 

12,000 

400 

65 

819 

Kentucky, 

4 

285 

156,000 

368 

3,602 

Louisiana, 

13 

495 

236,250 

94,500 

372 

7,538 

Maine, 

1 

500 

Maryland, 

1 

32 

8,000 

62 

337 

Baltimore, 

13 

52,000 

21,525 

10,000 

Massachusetts, 

9 

31,200 

3,700 

317 

8,500 

Michigan, 

6 

263 

31,000 

3,300 

276 

3,233 

Minnesota, 

1 

28 

3,300 

16 

414 

Mississippi, 

8 

239 

29,000 

1,600 

194 

2,262 

Missouri, 

5 

506 

166,000 

12,000 

313 

7,380 

Montana, 

131 

Nebraska, 

1 

20 

1,400 

35 

222 

Nevada, 

1 

29 

780 

New  Hampshire, 

150 

New  Jersey, 

8 

229 

71,500 

5,450 

193 

5,593 

New  Mexico, 

108 

New  York  State, 
"      "  City, 

32 

1021 

247,500 

25,975 

1,239 

20,565 

20 

2351 

1,611,000 

1,012,000 

l'998 

60,000 

North  Carolina, 

2 

65 

20,000 

300 

'  72 

820 

Ohio, 

Cincinnati, 

19 

442 

52,000 

28,300 

506 

6,581 

5 

572 

273,000 

35,700 

535 

8,000 

Hospital, 

47,000 

Cleveland  Or.  Asyl'm, 

310,000 

Oregon, 

2 

60 

10,000 

200 

65 

868 

Pennsylvania, 

18 

511 

106,000 

12,200 

505 

6,079 

Philadelphia, 

8 

1458 

469,000 

194,600 

1 

XjOu  j 

12,000 

Rhode  Island, 

2 

105 

1,000 

55 

1,000 

South  Carolina, 

3 

110 

52,000 

27,068 

171 

J.  i  JL 

1,415 

Tennessee, 

7 

271 

69,000 

2,500 

340 

3,751 

Texas, 

7 

210 

75,000 

400 

293 

3,300 

Utah, 

258 

Vermont, 

1 

19 

120 

Virginia, 

"Washington  Ter'ty, 

8 

291 

38,000 

2,835 

405 

2,506. 

145 

"West  Virginia, 

2 

58 

2,000 

1,250 

54 

511 

Wisconsin, 

3 

95 

53,000 

99 

2,559 

Wyoming, 

40 

278 

12,546 

14,788,700 

$1,860,030 

12,886 

230,257 
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APPENDIX  A. 

JEWISH  ORDERS. 

There  are  four  Jewish  Orders,  Secret  Societies  in  the  United 
States.  Their  objects  are  the  moral,  social,  and  intellectual  advance- 
ment of  Israelites,  the  payment  of  pecuniary  benefits  to  members  in 
case  of  sickness,  and,  in  case  of  death,  an  endowment  of  $1000  to 
their  families,  as  well  as  the  promotion  of  all  benevolent  undertakings. 

1.  The  Independent  Order,  B'nai  Berith,  has  7  Grand 
Lodges,  302  Lodges,  with  22,814  members.  For  the  five  years  ending 
December,  1878,  Paid  for  sick  and  endowment  benefits,  $1,007,039- 
.54.    Funds  on  hand  January  1st,  1879,  $570,089.40. 

2.  The  Independent  Order  Free  Sons  of  Israel,  has  2 
Grand  Lodges,  86  Lodges,  8,604  members. 

3.  The  Order  Kesher  Shel  Barzel  has  five  Grand  Lodges, 
170  Lodges,  10,000  members.  Paid  in  1878  for  sick  and  endowment 
benefits,  $129,803.23.    Funds  on  hand,  $112,693.71. 

4.  The  Improved  Order,  Free  Sons  of  Israel,  has  1  Grand 
Lodge,  44  Lodges,  with  2849  members.  Paid  in  1879  for  sick  and 
endowment  benefits,  $39,038.88.    Funds  on  hand,  $21,964.23. 

There  are  several  female  orders,  attached  to  the  above,  and  others 
independent,  which  pay  weekly  benefits  to  their  members,  in  case  of 
sickness,  and  a  specific  amount  in  case  of  death. 


APPENDIX  B. 

PUBLIC  INSTITUTIONS  BELONGING  TO  THE  JEWS 
IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

HOSPITALS. 

Mount  Sinai  Hospital,   New  York. 

Jewish  Hospital,   Philadelphia. 

Hebrew     "   Baltimore. 

Jewish       "   Cincinnati. 

Touro  Infirmary,   New  Orleans. 
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ORPHAN  ASYLUMS  AND  HOMES. 


New  York. 


Hebrew  Benevolent  and  .Orphan  Asylum,  . 

Foster  Home  and  Orphan  Asylum,        .       .       .  Philadelphia. 

B'nai  Berith  Orphan  Asylum,     .       .       .       .  Cleveland. 

Jewish  Orphan  Asylum,        .....  Baltimore. 

Pacific      u          "          .       .       .       .       .  San  Francisco. 

Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm,   Philadelphia. 

"           "         "     Hebrews,  .       .       .  New  York. 

Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans,    ....  New  Orleans. 

Familien  Waisen  Verein,   Philadelphia. 

Deborah  Nursery  and  Childs'  Protectory,       .       .  New  York. 

Sheltering  Guardian  Society,      ....  '* 

There  are  other  Benevolent  Institutions  in  almost  every  city  in 
the  Union,  for  dispensing  charity,  for  free  burial,  etc. 

FREE  SCHOOLS. 

For  Hebrew  and  Religious  instruction,  irrespective  of  those  es- 
tablished by  congregations. 

New  York,    .       .       .       .       .  .5 

Philadelphia,     .....  4 

Cincinnati,  .       .        .        .  .1 

St.  Louis,  ......  1 

Chicago,        ......  1 

San  Francsco,    .....  1 


APPENDIX  C. 

UNION  OF  AMERICAN  HEBREW  CONGREGATIONS. 

The  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  comprises  one 
hundred  and  eighteen  congregations  in  the  United  States  (Report 
July,  1879),  and  has  for  its  object  the  union  of  the  Israelites  of  America 
in  all  that  is  beneficial  to  their  interests,  and  especially  to  establish 
and  maintain  institutions  for  instruction  in  Hebrew  literature  and 
Jewish  theology,  to  promote  the  religious  instruction  of  the  young  in 
the  principles  and  history  of  J udaism,  and  to  establish  relations  with 
kindred  organizations  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  for  the  relief  of  the 
Jews  from  political  oppression  and  rendering  them  aid  in  their  social, 
moral,  and  intellectual  elevation. 
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In  furtherance  of  the  main  objects  of  the  organization,  Prepara- 
tory Schools,  for  the  study  of  the  Hebrew  language  and  Jewish  His- 
tory have  been  formed  in  Cincinnati  and  New  York;  and  in  Cincin- 
nati, 

The  Hebrew  Union  College  has  been  established  with  an 
efficient  Corps  of  Professors,  and  under  the  control  and  management 
of  a  Board  of  Governors,  consisting  of  twenty-four  members. 

The  college  affords  gratuitous  instruction  in  Hebrew,  Classical 
and  Rabbinical  Departments,  not  only  to  Israelites,  but  to  students  of 
all  denominations,  and  is  authorized  by  law  to  confer  degrees  upon 
those  who  have  satisfactorily  passed  through  the  course  of  instruction. 

BOARD  OF  DELEGATES  ON  CIVIL  AND 
RELIGIOUS  RIGHTS. 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congre- 
gations appoints  the  Board  of  Delegates  on  Civil  and  Religious  Rights, 
and  which  has  its  seat  in  New  York  City. 

It  has  in  its  charge  the  branch  of  duties  which  its  name  implies, 
and  is  authorized  "to  establish  relations  with  kindred  organizations 
in  other  parts  of  the  world,  for  the  relief  of  the  Jews  from  political 
oppression  and  for  rendering  them  such  aid  for  their  intellectual  ele- 
vation as  may  be  within  reach  of  this  Union." 

The  original  Board  of  Delegates  of  American  Israelites  had  an 
existence  of  nineteen  years,  and  "was  a  useful  and  happy  agency  for 
the  advancement  of  the  welfare  of  Israel."  Organized  shortly  after 
the  abduction  of  Edgar  Mortara,  its  purposes  extended  beyond  the 
area  of  material  assistance  to  the  distressed.  Its  aid  was  given  to  pro- 
mote education  abroad,  as  well  as  at  home,  and  to  lift  up  down-trodden 
Israelites  to  a  sense  of  their  manhood.  It  was  in  order  to  carry  out 
these  designs  more  fully,  and  to  extend  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  that 
the  amalgamation  with  the  U.  A.  H.  C.  took  place  in  the  year  5639- 
1878. 

YOUNG  MEN'S  HEBREW  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  object  of  these  associations  is  mental,  moral,  and  social  culture 
by  means  of  lectures  on  scientific  and  literary  topics,  Jewish  history 
and  literature,  entertainments  of  a  social,  dramatic,  literary,  and  musi- 
cal character,  and  the  establishment  of  reading  rooms  and  libraries. 
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There  are  now  associations  of  this  kind  in  New  York;  Philadelphia; 
Newark,  N.  J. ;  Pittsburgh ;  St.  Louis ;  Cincinnati ;  Washington, 
D.  C. ;  Charleston,  S.  C  ;  San  Francisco ;  Portland,  Oregon  ;  Harlem, 
N.  Y. ;  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Chicago ;  Brooklyn,  Albany,  Troy,  N.  Y. ; 
Atlanta  and  Macon,  Ga. ;  New  Orleans,  La. ;  Louisville,  Ky. ;  Wilkes- 
barre ;  Buffalo  ;  Madison,  Md. ;  Donaldson ville,  La. ;  Hartford,  Conn. 


APPENDIX  D. 


The  following  Jewish  newspapers  and  magazines  are  published 
in  the  United  States  : 
Jewish  Messenger,      .       .  . 
Hebrew  Leader,  ..... 

Judischer  Gazetten,  ...... 

American  Hebrew,  ..... 

Jewish  Advocate,        .       .       .       .  . 

Jewish  Record,  

Jewish  South,  ....... 

American  Israelite,  ..... 

Die  Deborah,  ....... 

Sabbath  School  Visitor,  .  . 
Jewish  Tribune,  ...... 

Hebrew  Observer,  ..... 

Hebrew,  ........ 

Progress,  ....... 

Times,  

Jewish  Advance,  ...... 

Occident,*  ....... 


New  York. 

«  (C 
U  (C 

((  u 

Philadelphia. 
New  Orleans. 
Cincinnati. 


St.  Louis. 
San  Francisco. 


Chicago. 


*  The  original  "  Occident "  was  published  by  Eev.  Isaac  Leeser  for  twenty-five 
years,  and  for  one  year  by  Mayer  Sulzberger,  Esq.,  in  Philadelphia. 


NOTE. 

On  page  31 — Ohio,  Population  of  Zanesville,  100. 
"     "    33— Indiana,     "        "  Indianapolis,  400. 
"     "    33—      "         "        "  Wabash,  125. 
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